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CHAPTER 1.12
CLAIMS FOR PERSONAL INJURIES OR DAMAGES

Sections:
1.12.010  Claims for Damages
1.12.020  Litigation Expenses

1.12.010 Claims For Damages:

A. No action shall be commenced against the city in which monetary damages are being claimed
until  a written Claim for Dam ages has been  presented to and filed with the Finance Director.
Such a claim must name the claimant, include the claimant's address, specify the date and
location of the claimed loss, describe any alleged act or omission on the part of the city and
the basis upon which liability is being asserted against the city, identify any known witnesses,
deta il the nature and ex tent of the injury or damage sustained and state the amount being
claimed.  The claim form must be signed by the claimant or an authorized representative and
notarized prior to its filing.

B. All claims for damages shall be investigated and evaluated by the Legal Department.  Formal
reports  conc ernin g any c laim  will be requested from  all interested  departm ents, wh ich repor ts
sha ll cons titute a nd be  treate d as p rivileged co mm unications to th e City A ttorney.

C. A lawsuit based upon the allegations of a Claim for Damages may not be instituted against the
city within sixty (60) days of the filing of such claim, unless the applic able  statute of limitations
will expire within that period of time.  The requirements of this section shall not affect in any
manner the commencement  and running of any applicable statute of limitations.  (Ord. 1313,
1988)

1.12.020 Litigation Expenses:  The  City Att orne y is authorized  to m ake  paym ent to  priva te and/or p ublic
agencies, firms, and/or individuals who provide services to the city in support of any litigation and/
or claim a nd/or thre atened  litigation or claim  filed or con temp lated aga inst the city or wh ere the c ity
is a plaintiff or potential plaintiff in legal action.  (Ord. 1313, 1988)


